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Enjoy thy stream, O harmless fish;
And when an angler for his dish,
Through gluttony’s vile sin,
Attempts, the wretch, to pull thee out,
God give thee strength, O gentle trout,
To pull the rascal in!

— John Wolcott

“

”
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Preface 

People have harvested fish in what is now South Dakota for several 
thousand years.  Archaeological evidence at campsite digs confirms that 
Native American Indians living along the Missouri River and its major trib-
utaries were gathering fish to eat and for other uses such as ornamentation 
and tools. The over-exploitation of fishery resources began with the arrival 
of the market hunter, the soldier, and the settler. Game fish were taken out 
by the wagonload until the lakes and streams were depleted. With state-
hood, South Dakota had the legislative machinery to begin controlling 
fishing and later, to apply scientific management to fish harvest. 

Today, citizens and nonresidents have wonderful opportunities to 
harvest fish for personal use, recreation, and for sale. The fisheries that 
developed in the reservoirs on the Missouri River have been one of the great 
tourist attractions in the state. The sport fishery in South Dakota, however, 
did not happen on its own—it is the product of research and management 
efforts primarily directed or funded by the South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish and Parks with help from other state, federal and private enti-
ties, and from several institutions of higher learning. Our aim was to bring 
together for the first time the history of each group’s conservation efforts.

This book is for the layperson and angler who is interested in South 
Dakota history and fishing. Most (90%) South Dakota residents believe 
that healthy fish populations are important to the economy and well being 
of South Dakota residents (Gigliotti 1999). Professional biologists and 
students will also find this book useful because fishing activities and fish-
ery management are placed in a historical context, which makes this book 
unique for the states in the Northern Great Plains. The information is 
backed up by many years of experience for the 27 authors who were invited 
to participate—they all volunteered. The information is also backed up by 
a literature review of some 1,400 articles on South Dakota fishes (Bouchard 
et al. 2006). 

The time was right for this book because of recent surveys that have 
updated the status of fishes in South Dakota (Chapters 3, 10, 11, 12, and 
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13), and because some of the authors are nearing the end of their careers. 
The authors are a mix of university professors, graduate students, and state 
and federal fisheries biologists, and one Tony Dean—who better to write 
about modern fishing methods? 

We asked each author to include information about three subjects—
history, current events, and predictions for the future, but otherwise the 
chapters are not standardized. We retained the individual writing styles of 
the authors for variety. Some authors included references in the text whereas 
others provided a list of readings that were used as references. All references 
and readings are included at the end of the book. The common names of 
fishes are used throughout, but a list of common and scientific names can 
be found in Chapter 3, Table 3.1.

The book addresses three broad themes—the fishes, the aquatic habi-
tats, and the human dimensions of fishing in South Dakota. Chapters 1 
through 3 provide basic information on fish and how they populated South 
Dakota’s waters after the glaciers melted. Chapters 4 through 9 cover the 
types of aquatic habitats found in South Dakota. Chapters 10 through 13 
review the kinds of fishes found in these habitats. Chapters 14 through 
20 cover fisheries management and the types of anglers that fish South 
Dakota’s waters. Chapters 21 and 22 cover fisheries research and educa-
tion. Finally, Chapter 23 summarizes the authors’ predictions about the 
future of fishing in South Dakota.

The reader will find quotations at the beginning of each chapter and 
scattered liberally through the text. We like quotes because they are thought 
provoking, memorable, and sometimes funny. The sport of fishing has been 
the subject of many philosophical quotations—some not so complimen-
tary to anglers! For example, the comic asks, “If fish is brain food, why 
doesn’t it show in fishermen?” 

Editors: Charles R. Berry, Jr.
        Kenneth F. Higgins 

   David W. Willis
   Steven R. Chipps
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